The Cinemalic =~ -
United Kingdom . =~

r ] T "
- NERSS : (-]
w8
il \ o
- d ")

=

This map depicts the setiings of 1078 British films released cinematically in the period . £ ' °
2010-2020. By plotting this information we can see which parts of the UK the film : ;
industry tends to favour and which parts have been overlooked. @

Other projects, such as moviemaps.org, have mapped filming locations, but this : :
project maps settings in order to depict biases in regional representation. | work with A ¢ > o
data from The British Film Institute, which maintains a database of films that it L=  y
certifies are ‘British. s "ol

The BFI applies a points-based ‘cultural test’
which covers not just on-screen factors such
as filming locations, language of dialogue, and = = T
citizenship/residency of lead characters, but e ' "L
also off-screen ones like source material, O . -
citizenship/residency of actors and heads of ' :
department.’

‘British' films do not haveto be setinthe UKor © e .
feature characters who are residents/citizens =y Boltyst
of the UK (see chart below). The on-screen o
content of films such as Widows (2018, Steve

McQueen} or Lean on Pete (2018, Andrew . : _
Haigh) is diegetically American, but the films e ; B

qualify because they were directed by UK (204, Elaing
citizens/residents and produced by the same | constanting) is set in the ¥ "-_' ' - ‘
UK-based companies that produced those | fictional town of Burnsworth o og ©
directors’ earlier films. bocasss hptiyacyor (hd sk ot
wanl 1o “stitch any towns up 4 -
) ) [bvy] calling them shitholes.” * re .
By cross-referencing the BFl data with plot The film was shot in Burnley, . : i
summaries from Sight & Sound | infer the F;:ﬂ! aﬂlﬂ Eﬂﬂﬂ. 501 me'IIIkF|d - . o
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settings qf British film 5.' When al SYNopsis dclres it S oithont - IL o N
not provide enough information | examine | cailing them out directly. L %
other sources, working from memory if | have - 5 Liverpog o T
o - : J : Even though the interiors of = ‘“. ® o o00 35 5"
seen the film, watching trailers, or reading s _ e o 5 &
intervi ith filmmakers the tamous Wigan Casing : i e fanche
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! ; (2016, Tim Burton} posed challenges
typical of fantasy films, it is set on a fictional inhabited island off the south coast of
Wales. The film also leatures a Pembrokeshire landmark known as the Green
Bridge. A place called Caldey Istand & the nearest likely locationfinspiration.
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Social-realist fflms are
often explicit and
dacumentary-like in their
depictions of place.

. ol (2000, Andrea
HArrodd), 3 thriller with
realist elements, is named
after the housing estate in

Glasgow where it is sef.
. U ke (2016, Ken
o & Loach) is unambsguously
o set entirely where it is shot,

in Mewcastle upon Tyne.
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; Towns do not always ‘play’
, themselves. Literary
% adaptations aften nead to
cheat locations because
the actual places no longer
toak right for the perind.

{200,
Armanda lannucci) used
r King's Lynn 1o stand in for
Great Yarmouth and
g historic parts of Hull to
8 3 stand in far Victorian
% Londan, On this map, it is
! Yarmouth and London, not
King's Lynn and Hull, which
are marked. The film also
featiores scenas sef near
Canterbury and Dover,
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