
120 BPM Screening  – Event Report 

 

On Friday 10th May 2019, postgraduate researchers from the Kings College London and Queen 

Mary, University of London held a special, one off screening of the Robin Campillo’s 2017 film, 120 

BPM in the Hitchcock Cinema at the Queen Mary campus. The event, aimed at postgraduates, early 

career researchers and members of the public, screened the film and then invited four speakers 

(both academic and professional) to reflect on the film’s themes in relation to their work.  

 The invited speakers were Jenny Dhingra, an NHS doctor, sexual health advocate, and youth 

education expert; Lo Marshall, a postgraduate researcher in the Department of Geography, UCL who 

works with the UCL Urban Laboratory on a project researching LGBTQI nightlife spaces in London 

from 1986 until the present and Ben Walters, who blogs about moving-image, queer and DIY 

cultures at NotTelevision and recently completed a PhD focusing on the nightlife collective Duckie, 

queer fun and homemade mutant hope machines. 

We felt it vital to host this roundtable in order to illuminate the real lived experiences that intersect 

with the issues raised by the film, specifically in relation to the London of the present day. The 20-

minute long roundtable, chaired by Benjamin Dalton and Alice Pember invited a short reflection on 

the film by each of the panellists, followed by a question and answer session which stimulated a 

broad range of questions from the audience members.  

BAFTSS funding enabled us to offer screening tickets for free, this meant that there were 25 

attendees at the screening- an unprecedented number for a screening at Queen Mary and which 

encouraged many more postgrads and members of the public to attend than would have been done 

had the fee not been waived. Advertising the event as free on twitter meant that we were able to 

create a buzz about the screening and attract attention from film publicity channels, including the 

London film listings website Radiant Circus. We were also delighted that many of the speakers for 

the symposium taking place the next day were able to attend, travelling from Universities as diverse 

as the University of Edinburgh and SUNY Buffalo. 

We were also able, through the support of BAFTSS, to provide a wine reception for attendees so that 

the audience and panel could continue the discussions than began at the roundtable in a more 

informal environment. As we were funded by BAFTSS, we were also able to provide a £30 fee for 

speakers, which we felt ethically obliged to do given their precarious employment as postgrads, 

freelancers and activists. Another benefit of offering the event free was that it enabled us to raise 

money for local HIV charity, Positive East through a fundraising raffle, which felt important given the 

themes of the film.  

The funding from BAFTSS was used in its entirety, covering the wine reception and speakers fees. 

Without this funding and support from BAFTSS, we would not have been able to reach out to as 

many delegates from around the world and would not have raised the £38.50 for Positive East that 

we were able to.  


