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British Association of Film, 
Television and Screen Studies 

 

BAFTSS Special Interest Groups Newsletter - issue 5. November 2021. 
 

The BAFTSS research network of Special Interest Groups (SIGS) began in December 2016 and now consists of 22 
groups. Each of the SIGs explores a specific range of theories, histories and approaches to film, television and screen 
studies. Events organised by the BAFTSS SIGs include the Horror Studies SIG’s Weekday Night Bites series with video 
recordings  of their discussion panels, book launches and seminars available online. In this newsletter, we welcome 
two new SIGs, the first on Science Fiction and Fantasy, whilst the second focuses on Film/making and Education. 
BAFTSS is open to the formation of new SIGS. If you are interested in convening a new Special Interest Group then 
please contact Dr Liz Watkins (e.i.watkins@leeds.ac.uk).  
 

To join or convene a SIG you must be a member of BAFTSS . There is an option to join one or more of the SIGs 
through the BAFTSS subscription process. You can also logon to your BAFTSS membership account to select and join 
one or more SIGS. You can contact the SIG convenors or BAFTSS SIG Coordinator Liz Watkins for more information. 
 

The BAFTSS SIG Newsletters include details of forthcoming events and past activities that have been organised by 
the BAFTSS SIGS and those that are supported by the BAFTSS SIG funding scheme. Thanks to all of our Special 
Interest Groups for their continued and brilliant work! 
BAFTSS Executive Committee. BAFTSS SIG Coordinator and Vice Chair Dr Liz Watkins. Contact: 
e.i.watkins@leeds.ac.uk  

 

Calls and Funding: 
 

BAFTSS SIG Funding Scheme. 1st January 2021- 31st December 2022 is open for SIGs who are planning events that are 
be held before 31st December 2022. Full details of the scheme are online. Each SIG is eligible to apply for £250p.a. This 
amount can be rolled over to a maximum of £500 if funding was not agreed for the previous year. Applications are 
assessed on the basis of academic merit, the criteria on the form, and availability of funds. 
 
BAFTSS 10th Annual Conference (online) 20th - 22nd April 2022, University of St Andrews. The 2022 conference theme 
is Collaboration and Cross-Pollination. Each Special Interest Group is invited to submit a proposal for a  pre-convened 
panel at the BAFTSS Conference. Proposals should consist of 3 speakers and a Chair, with a 250 words abstract and 
shorter bio notes for each speaker. Proposals can be sent to baftssconference2022@gmail.com  by Monday 13th 
December 2021. 
 
BAFTSS PGR Research Poster Showcase 2022: The BAFTSS Executive Committee invites postgraduate members to 
showcase their doctoral research during the BAFTSS Conference. We will host a display of research posters on the 
BAFTSS website. A prize of £100 will be offered to the research poster that is considered to be most successful by an 
online ballot of conference delegates. Deadline: 7 February 2022. Details accessible here. 
 
Hidden Horror Histories: Creativity in the Horror Genre. Affiliated with the BAFTSS Horror Studies Special Interest 
Group, Hidden Horror Histories is a new series to be published by Auteur/Liverpool University Press focusing on 
creative individuals in horror screen media throughout the genre’s history. The series places particular emphasis on 
the contributions of horror creatives which have not been covered extensively in scholarship to date. In line with the 
objectives of the BAFTSS Horror Studies SIG, the series aims for an inclusive approach to scholarship which is 
responsive to the dynamic, evolving nature of the field. This includes encouraging proposals from emerging early 
career researchers or independent scholars, interested scholars from outside the discipline, academic practitioners, 
collaborative ventures, and scholars from under-represented or marginalised groups. 
If you are interested in contributing to Hidden Horror Histories, in the first instance please contact series editors Kate 
Egan (kate.egan@northumbria.ac.uk), Shellie McMurdo (s.mcmurdo2@herts.ac.uk) and Laura Mee 
(l.mee2@herts.ac.uk) for initial discussion of your ideas. Further details… 
 
Questions or Suggestions? If you have any questions about the funding scheme, or suggestions for the SIGS as 
BAFTSS’ Research Network then please contact Dr Liz Watkins directly at e.i.watkins@leeds.ac.uk 
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New SIGs and Convenors. 
 

BAFTSS Science Fiction and Fantasy SIG. Welcome to the new SIG and convenors Stacey Abbott (Roehampton), Mark 
Bould (University of West of England), Craig Ian Mann (Sheffield Hallam University). Read more… 
 
BAFTSS Film/Making Education SIG. Dr Carmen Herrero (Manchester Metropolitan University), Dr Robert Munro 
(Queen Margaret University), Dr Chris Nunn (University of Greenwich) are the convenors. Welcome! Read more… 
 

BAFTSS LGBTQ + Screen Studies SIG: thanks to convenor Amy Harris (De Montfort University) for her work co-
organising the SIG, its seminar series, social media and more.  
 

BAFTSS Screen Industries SIG: thanks to Dr Jack Newsinger (University of Nottingham) for his work with the SIG over 
the past few years. Welcome to Professor Kate Nash  (University of Leeds) who joins Andrew Spicer (University of 
West of England) and Steve Presence (University of West of England).  
 

Forthcoming SIG Events 
 

British Cinema & Television SIG have announced the launch of Brief Encounters, a new series of events designed to 
provide a forum for colleagues to share work in progress accounts of research and teaching in British cinema and 
television. The idea is simple: colleagues at all career stages are invited to share a short presentation (10 minutes max) 
for feedback and constructive engagement from attendees. This is not a seminar series - it is a space where half-
formed, developing ideas are encouraged and supportive suggestions and questions from across our scholarly 
community invited. The emphasis is on peer support, collegiality and shared learning. Contact David Forrest 
(University of Sheffield ) for details d.forrest@sheffield.ac.uk 
 
BAFTSS Colour and Film SIG and BAFTSS British Cinema and Television SIG and the University of East Anglia are co-
hosting a book launch and discussion panel for Colour Films in Britain: the Eastmancolor Revolution 
(Bloomsbury/BFI, 2021). Join us to celebrate the publication of the new book from Sarah Street (Bristol), Keith M. 
Johnston (UEA), Paul Frith (UEA) and Carolyn Rickards (Bristol), learn more about studying the history of 
Eastmancolor, and how the revolutionary colour process changed British film forever. Chaired by Liz Watkins (Leeds). 
Date: 17:00-18:00 Thursday 16th December 2021 Location: online (MSTeams). Registration: free 
 
BAFTSS Horror Studies SIG: Weekday Night Bites (zoom): Book Launch and Discussion panel on Catherine Lester’s 
Horror Films for Children: Fear and Pleasure in American Cinema (Bloomsbury 2021) Wednesday 24th November 
2021. Registration is free. 
 
BAFTSS Transnational Cinema and TV SIG: continues to hold its monthly Reading Group in collaboration with the 
SCMS Transnational SIG. The reading group meetings are held online and focus each time on a key text presented by a 
colleague in the field. We invite colleagues from all levels of their career to present both practice and written work. 
Works presented can also include forthcoming work or work in progress. For details 
contact: yael.friedman@port.ac.uk / m.ghorbankarimi@lancaster.ac.uk .  
 
BAFTSS Archives and Archival Methods SIG: (online) 15:00 -17:00 Wednesday 8th December 2021 researchers Jamie 
Medhurst (Aberystwyth University), Sue Vice (University of Sheffield) and Justin Smith (De Montfort University) will be 
presenting on their current projects that draw upon materials held in different archives and repositories. 
Presentations include: Jamie Medhurst: 'Tales from the Archive(s): three Johns, two nations, and a medium'. Sue Vice: 
'Claude Lanzmann's Location Outtakes and Spatial Memory'. Justin Smith: 'Transforming Middlemarch: A Genetic 
Edition of Andrew Davies' 1994 BBC Adaptation of George Eliot's novel.' Registration: free, please book here. 
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BAFTSS Film Philosophy SIG. Philosophical Thinking and the Films of Kelly Reichardt, University of Bristol.  A one-day 
symposium is being planned on the films of Kelly Reichardt. The symposium brings together a range of scholars to 
engage in dialogue about Reichardt's cinema. Date: tbc. Contact: Dr Davina Quinlivan, Kingston University/ University 
of Bristol and Dr Dominic Lash, University of Bristol.  
 
BAFTSS Film Philosophy SIG BAFTSS Film Philosophy SIG organise a monthly online reading group dedicated to 
discussing our own work (published articles or chapters; work in progress; etc.) in a friendly and supportive 
environment. Specialized philosophical knowledge not a prerequisite! Contact Dominic Lash for 
details domlash@hotmail.com 
 
BAFTSS Performance and Stardom Studies SIG: organises a blog and can be found on Twitter and Facebook . 

 
Past Events: Reports on SIG Projects 

 

This section includes reports and photographs from past BAFTSS SIG events. Information on SIG Event s prior to June 
2021 can be found in the BAFTSS SIG Newsletter Issue 1 (October 2019) , BAFTSS SIG Newsletter Issue 2 (May 2020) , 
and  BAFTSS SIG Newsletter Issue 3 (October 2020) and BAFTSS SIG Newsletter issue 4 (June 2021). Reports from the 
BAFTSS Event Grant projects and BAFTSS PGR workshops can be found on the BAFTSS Funding reports page. 
 

BAFTSS LGBTQ+ Screen Studies SIG: ‘Still Thinking About The Pink Palace: The Politics of Queer Allyship’, Dr Robyn 
Ollett (Teeside University, UK) was held at 18:00-19:00 Thursday 24 June (Zoom event).  
 

BAFTSS Transnational Cinema and TV SIG: held a Roundtable Discussion on “Multi-racial global moving image 
networks in the post Covid era”. The event was held Online on 9 July 2021 and included a panel of film practitioners 
and academics who discussed their work in the context of these emerging shifts in transnational moving image 
production, connecting it to debates around Black Lives Matter, decolonisation and ‘inclusion’ in the global creative 
industries. 
 

BAFTSS Horror and Film Studies SIG: the history of the Weekday Night Bites events, which have brought together 
horror scholars from around the globe is outlined on the BAFTSS Horror Studies SIG’s Past Events page. Events have 
included book launches and panel discussions, to retrospectives and workshops. Video recordings of past events can 
be found here. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BAFTSS is committed to helping its communities to develop strong, positive action around issues of equality, diversity 
and inclusivity. The values displayed in the Inclusivity Statement displayed on the BAFTSS Homepage should be 
embedded in all that we do.  
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