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Thanks in part to the support of the British Association of Film, Television and Screen Studies’ 

Event Grant Scheme, a diverse group of academics and graduate students came together in 

Bangor for two days to discuss Alien, its sequels and prequels, its transmedia properties and 

paratexts, and its legacies forty years since its release. It became immediately apparent that, 

despite having huge volumes of scholarship relating to the film, that there are still a lot of 

new things to say about Alien as a popular cultural form that continues to resonate with 

academics and audiences. From the feminist politics of the original films, to its adaptation 

into video games and comic books, and to its most recent development into a series of 

philosophically-inclined prequels, the speakers at the event tackled a diverse array of subjects 

and ideas. We were also very fortunate to be joined by Colin Arthur, who developed some of 

the visual effects on the original film and has enjoyed a long, successful career in the industry. 

Together with his wife Sarah, Colin emphasised the practical challenges that faced the 

delivery of some of the most memorable images from the film in a pre-digital age. The 

producers of a new documentary about Dorset bus drivers who have adapted Alien for the 

stage, Lucy Harvey and Danielle Krummer, came to talk about their experiences of working 

on the film and provided an excellent illustration of its hugely significant popular cultural 

legacy.  

The grant from BAFTSS went a long way to ensuring the participation of our keynote speaker, 

Dr Rikke Schubart, a prominent expert on gender and horror cinema, and the action heroine. 

Rikke gave a new perspective on the films from the perspective of human interactions and 

relationships with domestic animals. It was a fascinating new intervention in the field of Alien 

studies, and offered a fresh insight into the significance of the film’s animals (human, 

domestic, and extraterrestrial). The money we received from BAFTSS contributed to Rikke’s 

travel from Denmark, and her accommodation (see below): 

 

Keynote speaker - EU Accommodation 71 3 213.00 Management Centre

Flight Travel 134.05 134.05 Copenhagen - Manchester


